Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the subject 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (cxarrently amended) An arrangement for enclosing at least a part of an object, 
comprising: 

a support configured to receive the object therein: and 
an elastically deformable sleeve an dextendine over-a the suppor t, the sleeve 
having an initiating part removably secured to one end of the support to hold the sleeve in a 
deformed st ate, the init iating part being stretched to a greater extent than a remainder of the 
sleeve when the initiating part is secured to the one end of the support, the initiating part being 
locallv relaxed in isolation fi-om the remainder of the sleeve when the initiating part is initiallv 
unsecured from the one end of the support, the sleeve being driven awav from the one end of the 
support after the initiating part is locallv relaxed bv an impetus such that the sleeve covers the 
object and the support is removable from tiie sleeve, bv which tho nle e ve is held in a deformed 
state such that r e moval of th e sl ee v e fi-om on e e nd of the support allows the sl ee v e to r e cover 
around and th e reby to e nclose th e obj e ct; 

an initiating part of th e sleev e r e mote from th e on e e nd is arranged such that th e 
d e formation of th e initiating part may b e locally relax e d initially in isolation from a remaind e r of 
th e sl ee v e , the arrang e ment being such that the local r e laxation provides on imp e tus that 
facilitates or caus e s the r e moval of the sl ee ve from the on e end of the support. 
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2. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which a holding 
portion of the sleeve r e mote fro m eneaees the one end of the support aad -at a position b evond the 
initiating part of the sleeve , the holding portion being4 s in a more relaxed state than the initiating 
part of the sleeve, the relatively r elaxed state of the holding portion of the sleeve at least 
contributing to the holding of the initiating part of the sleeve, and consequently also the 
remainder of the sleeve, in the deformed state. 

3. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 2, in which th e local 
r e laxation of th e d e formation of the initiating part of th e sl ee v e may b e caused by a deformation 
of th e holding portion of the sloovowherein the ho l ding portion is deformable. the initiating part 
being initiallv unsecured from the one end of the support when the holding portion is deformed. 

4. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 4-2, in which the 
initiating part of th e sl ee v e is h e ld by th e support in a stat e of gr e ater d e formation than that of th e 
r e mainder of th e sl ee v e wherein the holding portion folds over the one end of the support . 

5. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 41, in which the gr e at e r 
deformation of the initiating pa rt of the oloovo is secured to the one end of the support e aused-bv 
a protrusion or a depression ef-on the one end of the support. 

6. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 5, in which the 
protrusion is in the form of a peripheral flang e projecting radially outward from the one end of 
the suppo rt or th e depr e ssion is in the form of a groov e. 

7. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 5, in which the 
protrusion or the depression is movable with respect to the remainder of the support , to cause or 
allow th e local r e laxation of to unsecure t he initiating part of the sleeve. 
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8. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 1, further comprising al 
least one holdout, a portion of the sleeve remote from the initiating part extending at least 
partially over the holdout, the holdout being removable from the end of the sleeve remote from 
the initiating par t r e taining m e mb e r attach e d to the sl ee v e such that releasing th e retaining 
member from the sl ee v e causes or allows th e local relaxation of the initiating part of the sleev e. 

9. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which the sleeve 
is hollow and arranged to enclose at least part of the object by encircling it. 

10. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 9, in which the sleeve 
is generally in the shape of a round or oval tube. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 9, in which the 
sleeve, in its relaxed state, comprises a plurality of sections of differing configurations, each of 
the sections arranged to enclose a respective section of the object. 

12. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 9, in which all or part 
of the support is located inside the sleeve. 

1 3 . (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which the 
support is hollow. 

14-15. (cancelled). 

16. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1, in which the sleeve 
is formed from an elastomeric polymer material. 

1 7. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which the 
support is formed from a polymer material. 
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1 8. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which the 
d e formation of th e sl e eve comprises e xpansion of th e sleev e support is driven in a direction 
opposite from the direction of the sleeve by the impetus after the initiating part is locally relaxed . 

19. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 420, in which th e state 
of gr e ater deformation of th e initiating part of the sleeve compris e s a stretched or e xpand e d state 
the support has a plurality of ribs to facilitate the removal of the sleeve there from. 

20. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1, in which the 
support has a shape that facilitates the removal of the sleeve from the support once the initiating 
part of the sleeve has been locally relaxed. 

21 . (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 20, in which the 
support is tapered to facilitate the removal of the sleeve there from. 

22. (currently amended) The arrangement according to claim 1 , in which the support 
eames -is provided with a lubricant material that facilitates the removal of the sleeve from the 
support once the initiating part of the sleeve has been locally relaxed. 

23. (previously presented) The arrangement according to claim 1, in which the 
removal of the sleeve from the support is substantially automatic once the initiating part of the 
sleeve has been locally relaxed. 

24. (currently amended) The method according to claim 27, in which the sl ee v e is 
olaoticallv doformablofiirther comprising providing a protrusion or a depression on the one end 
of the supp ort to secure the initiating part . 

25. (currently amended) The method according to claim 27, further comprising the 
step of engaging a holding portion of the sleeve to the o ne end of the support at a position 
beyond the initiating part of the sleeve, the holding portion being in a more relaxed state than the 
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initiating part of the sleeve deforming th e sleev e and holding the sleev e in its d e formed stat e bv 

26. (currently amended) The method according to claim 2^27, further comprising 
shaping the support to facilitate the removal of the sleeve from the support once the initiating 
part of the sleeve has been locally relaxed th e st e p of d e forming th e initiating part of th e sle e v e 
to a gr e at e r d e gr ee than that of the remaind e r of th e sl ee v e , and holding th e initiating part of the 
sleeve in its state of great e r d e formation by means of a suitabl e proj e ction or oth e r formation of 
th e support . 

27. (currently amended) A method of enclosing an object, comprising the steps of: 
placing a support having an elasticallv deformable sleeve extending there over 

over the object; locally relaxing an initiating part of th e sl e ev e ; and causing the sl e eve to be 

r e moved from the support and to r e cov e r and thereby onclose the object- 
securing an initiating part of the sleeve to one end of the su pport to hold the sleeve in a 

deformed state, the initiating part being sfretched to a greater extent than a remainder of the 

sleeve when the initiati ng part is secured to the one end of the support: 

unsecuring the i nitiating part from the one end of the support to locallv relax the initiating 



driving the sleeve awav from the one end of the support after the initiating part is locallv 
relaxed bv an impetus to cover the object: and 
removing the support from the sleeve. 
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